Seventeen new records of larval hostplants are given for Ithomiinae butterflies (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae) in southeastern Minas Gerais, and one in Brasília, DF. At the present state of knowledge, generalizations about larval feeding habits of these insects may be premature.
INTRODUCTION
The subfamily Ithomiinae (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae) includes about 50 genera and 300 species of Neotropical butterflies (Mielke & Brown, 1979; Brown & Freitas, 1994) . Larvae of these butterflies feed on plants in the Apocynaceae, Gesneriaceae, and especially Solanaceae, particularly on the huge genus Solanum (Drummond & Brown, 1987) .
Although Solanum L. is a cosmopolitan genus, more than half of its 1,500-2,000 species are concentrated in the Neotropics (Hunziker, 1979) . Minas Gerais State, southeastern (SE) Brazil, is rich in Solanum species and is the center of distribution of some species-group (see Whalen, 1984; Carvalho, 1996) . According to Eiterer et al. (1996 and work in process) and Carvalho (1996) there are at least 51 species of Solanum considered native to SE Minas Gerais. Drummond & Brown (1987) compiled records of larval hostplants for Ithomiinae, especially from localities where these butterflies have been objects of active research. Additional records have appeared in the past years (e.g., for larvae feeding Here I present new records of larval hostplants for Brazilian ithomiine butterflies (i.e., 18 interactions between six species of butterflies and 13 species of Solanum). I also draw attention to that, at the present state of knowledge, generalizations about ithomiine larval use of Solanum species may be premature.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Records were obtained during fieldwork in the Reserva Biológica do Poço D'Anta, Reserva Biológica de Santa Cândida, and the "Morro do Imperador", Juiz de Fora, Minas Gerais (21°45'S, 43°20'W), except for one record obtained in the Reserva Ecológica do Roncador (IBGE), Brasília, Distrito Federal (15°50'S, 47°50'W).
I consulted Brown (1992) for identification of butterflies. Plants were identified by comparison with specimens in the herbarium of the Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora (CESJ).
To measure the inclusiveness of DB's database, I made a list of the 42 species of Solanum (excluding cultivated) mentioned as larval hostplants for Brazilian ithomiine butterflies by those authors and compared it with a list of 50 species of Solanum (excluding S. americanum; see below) that occur in SE Minas Gerais, according to Eiterer et al. (1996 and work in process) and Carvalho (1996) . Silva, 1996) that was obtained in Brasília (DF). 2 See appendices for author's names. Between parentheses: first record of ithomiine larvae on this species (f); larvae were reared on this species (r); use presumed by larval feeding marks (p). 3 From Costa (1991). 4 From Costa (1991); this interaction was noted by Brown (1992) in São Paulo State. for example, presents a plate with Solanum palinacanthum (p. 370, Fig. 6D ), although the legend (p. 368) calls it Solanum aculeatissimum.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
(2) Some species of Solanaceae, such as Solanum americanum Mill., seem to be immune to feeding by ithomiine larvae (see . So not all species of Solanum that grow in a given habitat represent potential hostplants for these larvae.
Of the 42 species of Solanum mentioned for Brazil by DB, at least 19 can be found in SE Minas Gerais (Appendix 1); and of the 50 species that occur in SE Minas Gerais, 31 were not reported by DB (Appendix 2). I suspect that most of the latter can be used by ithomiine larvae; nine of these 31 species are reported for the first time here as larval hostplant for ithomiine butterflies (Table 1) .
Many widespread ithomiine species utilize several larval hostplants over their broad ranges (Drummond, 1986; ; Costa, personal observation). Hence, the larval hostplant list for a given species should increase if records are added from different places.
The number of species of Solanum reported by DB for the Neotropics in general (72) and Brazil in particular (42) is only 8%-12% of the species of Solanum expected to occur in these regions.
Moreover, half of the 179 records on Solanum species reported by DB came from only two places: Costa Rica (55 records on 25 species) and East-Central São Paulo State, SE Brazil (Sumaré and Campinas: 34 records on 17 species). DB's data-base appears, therefore, a small and biased sample and many more records need to be accumulated before the hostplant relationships of these Neotropical butterflies can be properly evaluated.
